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! : . A ‘Meljol’ — A friendship
@@ W The inauguration of cherished ‘Bengali A 5 o :
Coaching Class’ by our Ladies® Wing: event with a difference
e & — e v X ‘Divyaprabha’ of Vartak Nagar is a
plbal % G S BraiE home run by Sister Juliet, which provides shelter and
Neither trumpets blew nor were drums beaten - yet, hope of life for a few girls. Taking the
responsibilities of these girls from their childhood,

®0wn everybody present at the inauguration of the J 5 :
‘Bengali Coaching Class’ on 13" July’03 Divyaprabha is committed to give them proper
3 education and direction of life so as to make them

(Gurupurnima Day) at 11 am felt that a most ¢ = :
well established citizens in future.

Memog’ significant step has been taken by our club.

The Ladies’ Wing had arranged for a short, sweet
but very moving ceremony for the inauguration at

Lane ‘Apna Ghar’ hall on that day.

A very benign, smiling Saraswati Devi's idol
presided over the proceedings. Flowers, incense
sticks, books, a simple blackboard, intelligent
students and the presence of many enthusiastic
well-wishers added to the proceedings. Dr (Ms)

Pag € 1 Fro m Sumitra  Ganguly, Co-ordinator of ‘Bengali
Coaching Class’, flagged off the proceedings with ¢ G ST er pr =
OU r SECO n d recitation of few lines of a poem by Rabindranath UNL Lo g, ' B Gig &S
.y Tagfwre dedlf:ated to Devi Sarasu"a!l. President ,Of Eh:l‘(‘iren_oIDrvya Prabh:a w;th Sister:JL-lIieta'nB other teachers
Ed |t| on Ladies’ Wing, Ms Meenakshi Datta, while i
On 17th August at Apna Ghar Hall, children of our

addressing the students, promised them an hour of ) 5 h . 2
fun-filled and interesting Bengali Learning Class on club mingled with those kids through a unique &

(dated 25th Sept. 2003) every Sunday to be taught by loving heart-touching programme, keeping the difference of
Kakimas/Mashimas/Aunties. privileged and under-privileged at bay. Our children

extended a warm welcome to the children of

* Bengali Coaching

. Dr Ashim Banerjee, President of our club, in his Divyaprabha with rose buds and chocolates on their
* Meljhol address regaled the audience with stories of his arrival.
childhood encounters with Bengali learning as .
|:> taught by strict Didimonis and Sirs. He also After presenting bouquets to Sister Juliet and
narrated a very interesting short story by Bibhuti other guests, the programme started by tying the
Bhushan Bandopadhyay, all about a hunter friendship bands. This was followed by a
searching for a Royal Bengal Tiger (not Sourav / | -
Ganguly he clarified); and, ultimately encountering @ ot R E @
a python rather unexpectedly. S=tess
After the profound but witty speech, Dr Banerjee
inaugurated the function by writing the first !
alphabet of Bengali “S on the blackboard. The = b
teachers introduced themselves next.
— -
The programme ended on a sweet note with tasty “‘@ | 5 BRI t\,

‘pedas ' being distributed to all.

Congratulations to the Ladies’ Wing on their new skit of strong morale “H" & 7T FIETT (Main

venture and best wishes for the future. . :
 Mukia Chonchiny Jhoot  Nahin Bolunga) presented by Sagnik,

e e NN NN Debjani, Sayan, Souvik and Priyanka on behalf

of our club under the direction of Anup Banerjee.
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In reciprocation, children of Divvaprabha prcscmcd.
three *group dances” that fetched much applause ot
the audience.

On behalf of the club, our children presented a
Camera and other useful articles for the friends of
Divyaprabha to Sister Juliet, who did not forget to
catch few sweet moments in the camera, may be
keeping in mind the saying: Memories fade
Pictures don 't..

This was followed by an hour-long gossip session
of the children of both the organisations, which was
really a “Mel/jol . Children also enjoyed sumptuous
snacks sponsored by our hon'ble guest Ms Sheuli
Gupta.

The programme ended with vote of thanks by Ms
Meenakshi Datta, our Ladies’ Wing President.
Sister Juliet, Teachers and children of Divvaprabha
also thanked everybody for this memorable and
sincere friendship event.

The programme was organised and steered by the
members of our Ladies” Wing of whom Mukta
Choudhury, Sachi Chatterjee and Gargi Dev need
|£>al mention.

W¥ are also thankful to Sudip Basu, Debashis Basu
and Nakul Dev, our members, who came forward
voluntarily to meet the major expenses of this
memorable event.
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® A Journey Q

Mukta Choudhury

My journey was never an easy one

A journey begun when I took birth,

[ looked up, happy to be on this earth
Only to hear “Never mind!

Next time it will be a baby boy™’.

The journey ended in my son’s house
With a brief role in-between as a spouse;
Tolerated, but not loved —

Yes, the journey was never an easy one.

But today my journey is stopped before begun
To make way for a precious son,
So, I am not allowed to be born and say -
“Yes! The journey was not an easy one.”
[This was written in response 10 the recent spate of articles in
the newspapers on female focticide. female infanticide and

gender inequality in India.]

@
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THE CALLING!

Monica Datta 1 oM

Arise young youth, the time has come

To rise with dawn and never set in,

I'ree your minds of wealth and pleasures

And, strive for world peace and spiritual treasures,
Be united in achieving all goals

Come out and help, you need not be moles.

\

Dloadia
SCREICIS

Tl -CETD T AN ST
216l T DA FA-TA,
oz, 9% I @R
rece wiea f[ear)

Gj@tummqmw,mai‘ﬁ |

Aty e twifse wret,
=2 oA @4 fqafs

afns Sae A2l

HAZ T AT ATICE,
TR TE6 W= AP

A1 AT SHICHA FITCE -
TB=ICA T2 BoTh *TS,
B GCE 3 GG TS,
Titfess | -San -

S 2 - TS ANSAT W

&3 [ weranfs Ty,
SYa TRl A AR,

T3 THA SICE! A0 T |

e e N BN N YN LN W

TS FqW ...Good News
ITH’TS e IBCAF ARG A

BANGLA LIBRARY-THANE : Provides you
with an opportunity to read Bangla Books of

eminent authors of your choice $a

with Home delivery & Pick-up U
facility. Contact for membership at

& 2455 3846 or 98217 76679

e-mail: bangla_library@rediflimail.com
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( NBC Saraswati Puja 2022)
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~ Sibabrata Ray : “Apprehension”
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~ Malabika Bose : “Motherhood of Transgender”
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Poetry

I'm home

~ Sangramjith Mukherjee

Cover your eyes, | have a present for you!

The words we'd die to hear when we were two or maybe
even twenty two,

The fragrance of the people we love,
Sometimes | feel to send you the letters with a dove.

The rain used to just flow on my skin,
As | wanted to wash away all the sins,
My heart used to throb in a good way,
Watching you all happy | used to pray,
Pray for a better tomorrow,

Pray for a life without sorrow.

But today | am just missing you a little too much,

On the special occasions, special days, | cried a little too
much,

But, all of this is for you all,
| always keep that in mind when | came here in Fall.

| know one day | am going to make you all proud,
Succeed in it, without a doubt,

| promise to discard the problems away,

| promise to clear your way.

| know it's tough to be far from home,

But what's crazy is our courage to overcome the
struggles and look how we have grown,

We should be proud about ourselves for who we were
and who we have become,

Whenever | think about it | become numb.

| am just waiting for the day | say this you,
Cover your eyes, | have a present for you!

And my voice would break while tears brushing through
my cheeks,

While my hand sweeps,

I'm always home, mom,

Even through thunder even through storm,
I'm always strong, dad,

| promise to be the best lad.

Pg. 8

But one thing | is true,
Now, | don't want any presents from you,

Just a conversation with you makes the problems go
away,

I'm a poem guy but I will write you an essay.

So, to all the people far away from their family,
All this is temporary,

Time will fly,

So will you,

Trust the process and the your steps,
Because these steps are your journey,
Sometimes exciting and sometimes corny.

Mother — The Unsung hero

~ Sinchan Mukherjee, STD 10

The sweet soft eyes,

Reflect the past of sacrifice;

The heartfelt love, | wonder why?

Enlivens me to strengthen the tie;

She who cradled me to deep sleep,

Has taught me to leap over | that weep;
Many a time she scolds us though!

Its love that matters to us, you know;

She the one who led me through the shadow,

Has taught me how to befriend a foe.
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~ Rakhi Chanda : Misty Morning (COTTSd ITT)
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~ Kakoli Mazumdar : Two Friends, a friendship that stood the test of time
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24 Paintings

~ Reshmi Ghosh : “To the world, you are a MOTHER but to your family, you are the WORLD”
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Awards

1. 1964- Sangeet Natak Academy Award & National
Film Best Choreography

2. 1986- Padma Vibhushan
3. 1987- Kalidas Samman
4. 2002- Lata Mangeshkar Puraskar

5. 2016- Sangeet Natak Academy Award for dance
Kattak ( Bajirao Mastan)

6. 2019 - Vishwaroopam ( Devdas) - Filmfare Award for
best choreography

7. India Government gave him Honorary Doctorate.
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~ Sourav Sarkar : A play of Shadows
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Memorable incident

~ Ashim Kumar Chatterjee

In one of my visits to Coimbatore probably in the year
1982- 1983, in my return journey after finalising an alloy
steel foundry for heavy duty steel casting, | came to
Coimbatore airport to catch a flight to Mumbai.

That time Coimbatore airport was not having even
proper shed for the travellers ( since no of passengers
were very less may be hardly 15/ 20"in each flight),
only a thachet which was having a shed and chairs for
about 15 fliers. Rest was to stand.

| was lucky to get a chair to sit. There was about 40
minutes for the flight. After some times | noticed an
short old man neatly dressed with suits and boots. As |
was only 33 yrs at that time | lifted my chair and went to
offer the same to the old person.

The moment | went close | recognised the man as none
other than Field Marshall Sham Manekshaw. | was
ashamed that no one from the travellers present at the
airport recognised him and offer him assistance.

When | offered my chair he told me God bless you
young man, | was in Indian army hence | was trained to
adjust under any adverse situation.

However on my insistence he accepted my offer, the
chair to sit and advised me to do hard work as life is not
easy.

| still remember his advice and never cribbed for any

difficulty since then.
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The Unforgettable Bimal Kar |

~ Ishita Sengupta

The year 2021 will be remembered as the ‘birth
centenary’ year of the illustrious Bengali, Satyajit Ray.
But can we forget that in the same year another famous
bengali, who has entertained us, made us laugh and cry
with his pen also completed his birth centenary? He is
none other than the well known writer Bimal Kar. No
Bengali book-lover can ever overlook the humongous
creation of this prolific writer.

Bimal Kar was born in Taki in September 1921and spent

his childhood in Jabalpore, Hazaribagh, Gomoh and
Dhanbad so most of his short stories and novels are set
in the background of those places. After being in several
professions, he moved to Kolkata and worked as a
journalist in various magazines. Dressed mostly in dhuti
and panjabi (kurta) Bimal babu is the quintessential
bengali bhadrolok. His writings reflect his modern out-
look and his lucid style keeps the readers glued to his
books.

Bimal babu is a master writer of short stories. Borof
Saheber Meye, Janani, Sopan, Amra Teen Premik O
Bhuban, are a few to name from the hundreds he has
written. The amazing thing is the way he weaves a
sensitive story with characters taken mostly from our
day-to-day life. Bimal babu’s analysis and perception of
human characters is what makes them memorable and
lifelike. In Borof Saheber Meye the writer skilfully
portrays the character of the narrator and his two
friends: Biru and Tinu who are apparently chivalrous and
keepers of morality while in reality they are selfish and
cowards. The subtlety with which he ends his short
stories leave a lot of space for the reader’s imagination.
Take for example the story Aswattha where a mother
who has lost her child suddenly finds solace in the
aswattha tree which previously she thought to be her
enemy or the story Sudhamoy in which the protagonist,
born in a wealthy family cannot rest because he doesn’t
know what he actually wants in life and is in continuous
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~ Bimal kar

search for mental peace and happiness. All his stories
give the readers a scope for drawing their own
conclusions. This is probably the writer's way of totally
involving the reader in his story.

Many film directors have taken up Bimal Kar’s stories
and turned them into movies. Who can forget the film
Basanta Bilap? This utterly humorous story with the
same name has a novel plot and has been turned into a
timeless movie by superstars like Soumitro Chatterjee,
Aparna Sen, Robi Ghosh, Anup Kumar and the great
comedian Chinmoy Ray under the director Dinen Gupta.
The apparently hateful relation between a group of boys
and a group of girls, living in a hostel, turns hilarious and
delectable when the boys secretly vie for the attention of

the girls.
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Another very successful movie based on Bimal babu’s
story is Balika Badhu which has been first made in
bengali and then in hindi. The sweet love story of a
young couple: the demure Rajani and the mischievous
but lovable Amal, has made a permanent place in the
hearts of Bengalis. In Jadubongsho, another story
turned into movie, the writer creates each character with
such elan that he is able to convince the reader that
nobody is totally evil or bad; there are always some
good streaks even in an apparently negative person.
Other movies based on his stories are Nayantara,
Chhuti and a Hindi movie Dillagi.

Bimal babu’s novel Asomoy which has also been turned
into a memorable movie needs a special mention. He
had received the Sahitya Akademi Award in 1975 for
this novel. Asomoy is a social novel with a deep insight
into the psychology of the characters. We get a glimpse
of Bimal babu’s modern, unorthodox outlook through the
portrayal of his main character ‘Mohini’ who refuses to
accept her perverted husband and returns to her
maternal home. Mohini is strong, reticent, dutiful and
caring with her love for Sachi’da flowing in her heart
silently. Then there is ‘Abin‘ who is like a storm and
breaks the strong walls that Mohini has built around her .
All the characters are beautifully contrasted against
each other yet so skillfully woven into a sensitive,

enticing story

Some of Bimal babu’s other novels are Dewal, Khorkuto
, Moho, Eh Aboron and Mallika. Apart from this Bimal
Kar is a very successful writer of children’s literature and
has written extensively for children. His character Kikira,
a retired magician who solved mysteries with the help of
his two assistants, is immensely popular. Detective
Victor is another famous character from his books. Bimal
babu has left a huge volume of literature for children
which is lapped up by young and old. Some of his best
known books are Raboner Mukhosh, Ekti Photo Churir
Rahasya, Neel Boroner Haar, Aloukik, Bagher Thaba
and Phuldani Club.

Bimal babu will always occupy a very special place in
Bengali literary world and the fact that his books are so
popular even now reaffirms the fact that his creation is
timeless.

& a2
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~ Shreya Dutta : This painting depicts a middle aged lady and it portrays how colourful her life is. In
general, the painting as a whole portrays that no matter what your age is, life is always full of colours
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Popular science: The fascinating James Webb telescope

~ Pratyaya Chakrabarti

I must admit that I did not know much about the James
Webb telescope. My son, who is interested in
astrophysics told me conversationally one day that that
the James Webb telescope had been launched.

I looked up the basics — it is the largest, most powerful
space telescope ever built. Built as the successor to the
Hubble telescope with a $10 billion budget, it is as tall as
a 3-story building and as long as a tennis court! Infact, it
is so big that it had to fold origami-style to fit inside the
rocket to launch it. The telescope has now unfolded, after
reaching its final destination in space.

We know from high school science that light travels at the
speed of about 3 lakh km/sec and it takes light 8 minutes
to reach us from the sun. But the sun is the nearest star
and most distances are so far that they take even light,
years to travel, Hence distances in space are expressed
in light-years.

DESI Legacy Imaging Survey

The Webb telescope is designed to capture the faintest
sources of light — from some of the earliest galaxies ever
formed! It will give us a glimpse of how the Universe
looked about 200 million years ago, just after the Big
Bang — the moment when the Universe as we know it
was supposedly created. Just think of it, the images that
we see today could be of galaxies that don’t even exist
now!

The reason why the Webb telescope gives a much
clearer view of distant galaxies is because — unlike
terrestrial telescopes which only detect visible light,
space telescopes are able to see through clouds of dust
and gases using infrared radiation. It may surprise you
to know that the working principle of night vision
binoculars & even the humble TV remote is also based
on infrared radiation.

NASA Webb

~ Courtesy — NASA: The picture on the left is of a galaxy as seen by a terrestrial telescope, the one

on the right is from the Webb telescope.
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James \Webb Space Tnloer\npn

The fascinating James Webb telescope (page 2)

But of-course there is a difference — let me explain how
this works for the space telescope. The technical
explanation goes something like this:

A hot, opaque obiject, like the filament in an
incandescent light bulb, emits a continuous spectrum,
having light of all wavelengths. A hot, dense gas is
another example of an object that emits a continuous
spectrum. If light from a continuous spectrum passes
through a cool, transparent gas we observe dark lines
appear in the spectrum. The lines occur where atoms of
the gas have absorbed specific wavelengths of light.
Hence we call this type of spectrum an absorption
spectrum. & it becomes the signature of the gas.

B

~ The Fraunhoffer Absorption lines for the
element Hydrogen

Just imagine a picture above as a rainbow coloured
ribbon. For each gas (since we are discussing gases
here) some parts of the ribbon is snipped and cut out.
This is essentially its absorption spectrum.

The light from the planet passes through its atmosphere
before it reaches the telescope. As a result the parts of
the ribbon which correspond to the gases present in the
atmosphere are sniped out. When this infrared radiation
reaches the Webb telescope, it reads the absorption
spectrum (of course it is a mixture of different spectra so
a lot more complicated — which requires specialised
modelling) but essentially it decodes which gases are
available in the planet’'s atmosphere & how much. That
helps scientists predict the composition of the planet and
its atmosphere. So for example if the level of sulfur
dioxide is high — much higher than earth, it would mean
that the planet receives acid acid which would make it
impossible for life to exist!

Since time immemorial man has wondered whether
Earth is the only habitable place in the Universe. By
sheer law of probability it seems unlikely. Today it
seems like science fiction but did anyone imagine in the
nineteenth century that we would actually land man on
the moon? Maybe one day we will find the answer to this
and the Webb telescope could be one more step to
getting there.
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~ James Webb Space Telescope
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~ Prarthana Chakrabarti : "Inspired by Studio Ghibli movie"
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My Philatelic Journey

~ Aniruddha Chatterjee

| was first introduced to a stamp, back in 1984. | was 6
years old. My neighbor, the Late Mrs. Joseph, knew that
i was passionate about letters and postcards that i
received from my extended family; i would treasure
them. One fine day, she called me and handed over a
stamp she had cut out from a letter she had received.
She suggested that if i was collecting letters, perhaps i
would want to collect stamps as well. | looked at the
piece of paper in my hand, small and colorful with ridged
edges. There was an animal on it. It also had 50c and
TANZANIA written on it - i had no clue what those were
at the time! It was simply the beauty of that small square
piece of paper that enchanted me. That's what got me
started on my journey of stamp collection and | entered
the wonderful and vast universe of Philately. Today,
almost 36 years since that 1st encounter, i continue to
be an active collector of stamps, albeit a little more
informed and focused but still learning with continued
fascination. Be it the most basic tasks of soaking and
sorting them or the more laborious jobs involving
researching their finer details, the joy that it brings me is
endless!

I'm not surprised when i get asked how stamp collecting
is alive in this digital day and age. You'll be astonished
to know that the prevalence of electronic communication
has not deterred collectors from continuing to exchange
postcards and letters all over the world. While the
advent of social media platforms and the availability of
instant electronic communication has helped keep this
hobby alive, more awareness and interest needs to be
created for this “hobby of kings” to truly survive the test
of time.

As a youngster | started with collecting stamps from all
over the world. Initially it was through letters and
correspondence, sharing between family and friends
who also had this hobby and later through my
interactions with social media groups, Post Crossing
groups etc. My collections , through exchanges and
purchases, included Mints, which are stamps in their
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original state of issue with full gum on it( if issued with
gum), Used stamps cut out from envelopes; Covers ( the
outside of an envelope, with an address and stamps that
have been cancelled ( indicating they have been used),
etc. | later learnt that Covers are more valuable than
stamps cut out from them. This is because every cover
has an experience and tells a story. It has a history, like
where it came from, how much it travelled. Imagine this,
you have a cover either sent or received by someone
lesser known at the time it was exchanged but, today
either one of the parties has acquired fame, the value of
that cover, both sentimental and monetary, elevates and
is a prized possession. | built a strong virtual network of
collector contacts from all over the globe, some of who
became good friends.

WPILIPINAS
J~  MISSUNIVERSE
. 2015
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My Philatelic Journey (page 2)

Like with any hobby, as Life took over, my focus on
Philately took a back seat. College, Work and Family
became my prime focus and occupied most of my time.
However, i was fortunate that in 2013, | had the
opportunity to move to the Philippines. It is here that i
was able to rekindle my love for Philately and my
collection ramped up. | made regular trips to the Central
Post Office in Manila where the kind and helpful Ms.
Mimi was always ready to share information regarding
New Issues. | joined the Post Crossing Philippines group
and the Philippines Stamp Collectors Society on
Facebook and i was amazed at the wealth of knowledge
available to me and also at the kindness and
benevolence of my fellow collectors who were always
willing to share their knowledge, experience and warmly
welcomed me to any philatelic gatherings and events. |
had the chance to visit the World Stamp Exhibition in
New York in 2016 where i was fortunate to meet with
some of my global collector friends personally and also
experience the event of having different countries,
dealers and collectors come together to share their
philatelic offerings and experiences. | got to further
appreciate Postal history and Research. As my
knowledge grew i realized how little i knew. The
vastness of the Philatelic cosmos both fascinated as
well as intimidated me! | realized that, as much as i
wanted to know it all, true satisfaction would come only if
i focused on a particular area. That's what got me to
lean towards to Postmarks collection. | now maintained
my focus on collecting postmarks of towns across the

Philippines.

A Postmark is an official mark (usually circular) on any
postal mailing item (for e.g. a parcel, an envelope or a
postcard) usually showing the date and place of mailing
(and in some cases time as well). They were used for

mailing even before postage stamps were introduced
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Postmarks may also show when and where the item
was received or in transit. These days, they are also
used to “cancel” the stamps rendering the latter invalid
for further payment of postage. If a postmark is applied
anywhere else on a cover and not directly on the stamp,
it is not a" cancellation". So the terms post mark and
cancellations, though not necessarily the same thing,
are used interchangeably in modern times, depending

on how the postmark is used.

When i travelled to any town in the Philippines, on
vacation, | prepared my covers and postcards and i tried
to visit as many post offices in the vicinity as i could to
have those postmarked and cancelled. In so many
instances finding the post offices was an adventure in
itself. I've been lost and found and in the midst of all that
| have had numerous brief interactions with so many
strangers who guided me to my destination. | am very
grateful to them. The staff at the post offices would be

surprised but they were ever willing to accommodate me

Den Mark Matasuvoc, 033
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Articles

My Philatelic Journey (page 3)

and often we would have very engaging conversations
ranging from the specifics of my collection and
extending to culture and tradition, and then the most
common binding factor - the love of food. While i
thoroughly enjoyed this, i knew that vacations have their
own limitations - there are only so many that i could take
and even if i was on one, post offices could be closed,;
other engagements could come in the way, so, really, i
was constrained. Again, it was my friends who helped
me out here. Whenever any of my colleagues or friends
visited their provinces they sent me covers or postcards
with clear postmarks of their town's post office. Today, |
have a collection of 200 post marks (and running) from
across towns in the Philippines, thanks to all these
wonderful people who made it possible. Had the
pandemic not hit us, i am sure that with all the help that i

have had, the number would have doubled or more!

As | look at my collection, i don't merely see the stamps,
the postmark on the cover or the postcard. It's my
experience of those moments and the associated
memories that i am able to relive- the joy in the
exchange, the call from my friend and “super kartero”
Joel who brings me my mail every week, the travel to
the post office and shaking the hands of the post master
after a pleasant conversation, the pleasure of getting to
stamp the postmark myself, the thought of my friends
taking time off from their schedules and visiting a post
office in their hometowns or during their vacation, to
send me a cover with a clear postmark , the joy that my
friends and family and even the driver of our vehicle
have felt for me on discovering a surprise post office en-
route a road trip to another town; the gratitude i have felt
when a stranger has walked with me to get me to my
intended destination and the opportunity all this has
given me to learn about the Filipino people, the
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language, culture and history of this loving land and to
make so many friends for life!

This is what my love for Philately has given me in return
and i will be forever grateful.
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~ Swati Paul :

Pichwai Srinathji:- Pichwai is a devotional painting which is dedicated to Lord Krishna. Lord Krishnais a
symbol of love , peace and affection. This piece of art is called 'Mukharbind' mukh means face and bind
means the decoration. | have fusion it with Mandala art form to showcase the beauty of Lord Srinathji.
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Travelogue

My Visit to Kanha Kisli

~ Ronen Ghosh, STD 3

Hello, | am Ronen Ghosh studying in Grade 3 Euro
school, Thane.

Today | am going to share my experience with you
about my recent visit to Kanha National Park, in Madhya
Pradesh.

It was 5th December 2021, Sunday, when we started
our journey. All my family members including my
grandparents were part of this exciting trip.

We started our journey at around 10 in the morning from
Jabalpur. For the journey my father had booked Innova
SUV. I and my bother were very excited for the jungle
safari. As we travelled, we saw beautiful vegetation on
either side of the highway. We stopped for lunch at
MPTDC Resort Mandla and continued our journey
again. Total it took us 5 hours from Jabalpur to reach
Kanha. Finally we reached Kanha at around 3 o clock in
the afternoon. We stayed at Tiger Resort situated near
Kanha National Park. It was a very beautiful resort and
we had booked 2 rooms in that resort. We took some
rest and then | and my brother took a stroll in entire
resort campus. It was very cold so my father decided to
have a bonfire at night. The hotel staff helped us with a
beautiful bonfire near our room. We had our dinner and
enjoyed. | even danced.

As we had a early morning safari so all of us slept early.
In the morning around 4.30 am we woke up and got
ready. Our safari jeep came around 5.30 am and we
started our exciting journey. We had booked a guide
with the jeep so that we can get a better idea about the
jungle. The national park opened the gates at 6.00 in the
morning and we entered the vast jungle. It was so
exciting to see such a beautiful jungle surrounded by
trees and waterbodies.

We saw many animals like monkeys, bear, sambhar,
deer, barasingha, blackbuck, birds like peacock and
owls and so many other colourful birds. It was so
exciting ..then our jeep was taken to deep in jungle so
that we can see a tiger. We traveled a lot but could not
see atiger. Then we took some rest inside a jungle
canteen had some food and water and bought some
souvenirs for ourselves and my friends. We left the
jungle after that and reached our resort. After coming
back from safari we took rest had our lunch and headed
towards Jabalpur. It was a wonderful experience for me
and my family and | look forward to visit Kanha again
soon...
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~ Indraneel Ghosh : ~ Udish Dhar : “Rainforest beauty: The
“digital art of Fox logo” Scarlet Macaw (scientific name Ara Macao)”

-
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Travelogue

Gujarat Trip

~ Ashis Kumar Sarkar

We travelled the Kutch region of Gujarat in our Fortuner
car from 12th to 24th February ;13D/12N, comprising of
3000 plus kms.

Me my wife Debjani, Samir Dhar (our NBC Ex-
President) and his wife Mala Boudi were the travelers.

Earlier we had planned a trip only to Rann of Kutch, but
didn’t want to miss out on other areas of Kutch and
Guijarat, so the trip became bigger and finally we
decided for the Road trip.

This was our first Road travel in India, we travelled in the
US where road conditions are better, so we were a bit
apprehensive in the beginning, however as the days
unfolded, it was game, most of the journey was done in
the day time in the National and State Highways, which
were Tolled Road and conditions were good barring a
few.

We started on the 12th of Feb at 8:45 AM from our
residence.

Our first destination was the “Statue of Unity” in Kevadia.
Distance from Thane was 420 kms.

We reached our hotel 4.15 pm. We had lunch and bio
breaks enroute, however lost almost an hour in search
of a good restaurant as there were hardly any on the
State Highway. We freshened up and went out to the
Statue of Unity (SOU). It was about 6 kms from our
hotel. The whole area called Ekta Nagar is beautifully
developed into a tourist spot. In order to avoid Traffic
near the statue, personal cars are allowed only up to to
a certain point where you can park your vehicle for the
entire day with parking charges of Rs.50/- only. At this
Parking Lot free pick-up AC Buses are there to drop you
at SOU. From SOU Bus Terminus, buses for all other
tourist spots in and around are available.

One should buy online ticket for SOU. There are
different slots available. We had bought Express tickets
and for slot 4-6 pm for the next day as we were not very
sure that we could reach in time on the travel day as
well as it could be hectic and tiresome. Anyways, after
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parking our car we got into the bus and reached SOU
Bus Terminus. We took few snaps of the Statue from a
distance and then took another bus to Glow Garden.

This is a garden of lights of various colours and shapes.
In the evening with the cool breeze of Narmada River
and colorful lighting on Narmada Dam at one side, SOU
was enjoyable. There is a separate online ticket of
Rs.100/- for the Glow Garden.

Next day after breakfast we checked in another hotel,
‘BRG Budget stay hotel ‘inside Ekta Nagar. We could
not get two nights in BRG as it was fully booked. We
took the bus for Narmada Dam from SOU Bus Terminus.
There is steep hill to climb up to the spot. From the spot
we saw the dry side of the dam, other side water can be
seen.

We came back to SOU bus terminus and took another
bus to Flower valley which is adjoining the Glow Garden.
There were various flowers and other plants, with cool
shades to rest. It was pretty colorful and beautifully laid
out. The place is also developed for Jungle Safari,
Nutrition Garden etc. for children.
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GUj arat Tri P (page 2)

We came back to SOU bus terminus. We could not go to
Cactus Garden, Butterfly Garden and Boat Cruise as we
didn’t have sufficient time.

We walked down to SOU as our timing was 4-6 pm slot.
The securities allow entry only half an hour before your
schedule slot. From the entry gate to SOU, is more than
500 mtrs walk, however provision of automated
walkways was there. At the base of SOU, there is a
museum with multiple statues of Sardar Patel, an
auditorium where continuous shows of Sardar’s life were
projected in 3 languages i.e., Hindi, English and Guijrati.
There are two high speed elevators from the base to
take tourists to 153 mtrs height inside the statue. Since
we had express tickets, we could avoid the queue. This
is now the tallest statue in the world, 182 mtrs. It's a
proud feeling that its engineering and erection was done
indigenously by L & T in a short span of 46 months. We
came down and again went up from outside of the base
to the foot of the statue. There were many escalators as
well as stair cases to go up. The view of the river and
hills were really good.

Inside SOU, near the exit, was a Restaurant building
where we had heavy snacks and coffee. Beside the
Restaurant building there were benches laid out in the
open air from where you can see the laser show which
starts at 6.45 pm for 20 mins. The show is an audio
visual on the statue itself on the life of Sardar Vallav
Bhai Patel. It's really worth watching. A feeling of
patriotism and camaraderie automatically comes while
watching this show. After the show we came back to
SOU bus terminus and then to parking place and hotel.
It was a memorable visit to SOU.

Next day i.e., on 14th after breakfast we started for
Ahmedabad. Since Kutch is more than 1000 kms from
Thane we had to break our journey. Ahmedabad is a
heritage city; a lot of ancient monuments are there. We
could only see Adalaj step-well on that day. Traffic in
Ahmedabad was very bad. It was very difficult to drive
our Fortuner in those congested roads. We planned to
see the other heritage places while returning from Kutch.

On 15th Feb we started for Bhuj in the morning. It was
more than 300 kms from Ahmedabad. The highways
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were really good to drive. On the way we saw two
places. Virangan temple and Dhrangadhra palace. But

we could not enter the palace as it is not open for public.
We reached our hotel in Bhuj around 4 pm.

Rann of Kutch is around 90 kms from our hotel. We
started early as we had to visit few more places on the
way. Prag Mahal, Aina Mahal and Dholavira were our
targets. Prag Mahal is built of Italian marble and sand
stone, A few Bollywood films like ‘Lagaan’ and ‘Hum Dil
Chuke Sanam’ were filmed here in its Durbal Hall and
the exteriors. Due to paucity of time, we could not visit
Aina Mahal, which was adjacent to it.

Dholavira is 131 kms from our hotel, it's an off-shoot of
our route. It was really an adventures trip to Dholavira
thru the under-construction road of 32 kms in the
shallow sea salt pan. The road on both sides had white
salt which reflects the sunrays of different colours. We
stopped on the earthen road two three times to take
shaps. The white Rann on both sides meeting the blue
skyline is a once in a lifetime drive. Dholavira is an
archaeological site, where the Indus valley civilization
and Harrapan city were located. The Tropic of Cancer
passes thru it. Debjani was super excited to see the
entire site from the hillock and went alone to capture the
remains of Harrapan city.
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Gujarat Trip (page 3)

From Dholavira we drove straight to Rann of Kutch and
reached there around 4 pm. We booked the tent in
advance on 16th and 17th Feb 2022 in the Tent City.
16th Feb was full moon day hence charges were more
than normal. We had to leave our car outside of the Tent
City main gate. Our luggage was brought to the tent by
separate van. After entering through the main gate,
there was a reception counter, where they assign your
tent number. We were assigned G-type tents. Anyways,
tent was OK, it was Deluxe category. The most
surprising part was that there was no provision of
locking on any tent, just pull the zip. All our valuables
including laptop, we kept in the tent. They cleaned the
tent in our absence but nothing was missing. There was
a tent coordinator, who, on our arrival self-introduced to
us and gave his mobile number for any assistance.
There were around 50 or more tents in circular form in
our G Cluster. There were several other clusters of
various tent categories... called A B C D E. with different
amenities, and so on. Every cluster in the centre had big
dais where live performances were happening 24x7.
There are two dining halls, food was same but
depending on the geographical location of the tent
dining hall is assigned. Only vegetarian food is served.
Breakfast, Lunch, Evening snacks and Dinner all are
buffet system. Food quality and variety was satisfactory.
Inside the campus there were free electric auto service.
In every junction there were tent employee with walky-
talky to help you, besides your tent coordinator was a
phone call away. Everything was very well managed.

We had snacks and then got into the Bus for witnessing
the Sunset at the Rann of Kutch. Bus coordinator gave
some important tips in the bus. Rann was around 4-5
kms from Tent City. We reached there by 5.45 pm. We
had complementary camel cart ride around 200 mtrs
after the bus drop in the salt pan. We already had the
experience of salt pan while going to Dholavira, here it
was similar. At some places the ground was very soft,
our foot was sticking inside the salt & mud. Debjani and
me went further inside the salt pan around 600-700 mtrs
along with other tourists, Dharda and Mala boudi could
not come so deep. It was a beautiful Sunset on the
desert line. We took many snaps of sun set. Around 7.45
pm we came back to our tents.
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After diner around 11.45 pm we came back again to
Rann to see the full moon. The salt by that time was
harder than afternoon. We went inside around 400 mtrs,
all such experience is once in a lifetime. People said at
least 2 kms inside the Rann we could see the actual
White sand beauty. But we didn’t find anyone going
beyond 600 mtrs or so. My advice is don’t book on full
moon day if you are not going sufficiently inside the
Rann and pay extra amount.

Next day afternoon, we went to Kaladungar, 46 kms
from Tent City, in the Tent city bus, this was in the
package. On the way they gave a halt in a handicraft
village called ‘Gandhi Nu gaon’ where colorful Bed
covers, Rajai, Dress materials, Scarf Handbags etc.
were on display made by locals. We purchased Rajai.
Kaladungar is a hill, our bus went up to a point and from
there, separate jeep took us to the top of the hill. It's a
real beautiful scene to watch from the top of the hill. The
whole desert 360 deg view was available to us. Through
binocular Pakistan’s border and BSF Camp were visible.
We were there till Sunset.

There were shopping areas in the Tent city near the
main gate as well as just outside. Lot of bargaining is to
be done before you buy.
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GUj arat Tri P (page 4)

On 18th Feb after breakfast, we started for Mundra
around 9.30 am. On the way we visited Mata nu Madh
temple, Lakhpat Gurdwara, Narayan Sarovar and
Koteswar temple. The road between Rann and Mata nu
Madh was very bad. The Koteswar temple is a Shiva
temple built on a small hillock on the bank of Narayan
Sarovar. From the temple floor was a beautiful view of
Narayan Sarovar. Good breeze, blue water, and the
temple architecture was mesmerizing.

While entering Mundra our club member Sanjivan
Ghosh of Hide Park accompanied us to Mundra Town
ship. Actually, he was the man who had invited me for a
long time to come and see Rann of Kutch. He guided
and planned our trip. We all along with Sanjivanda and
Rajshri Boudi visited London House, Vijay Vilas Palace
and Mandvi beach. Vijay Vilas Palace is a small but
beautiful palace. We stayed 3 nights in Mundra, visited
the marvelous township of Adani, Adani’s Port, Power
Plants, Solar cell plant and airport. It's a nice place
beautifully planned. Sanjivanda and Rajshree Boudi’s
hospitality were beyond our expectation.

On 21st Feb we started our return journey from Mundra.
We halted two nights at Ahmedabad to see the other
monuments of Ahmedabad. Next day we hired an
Innova for whole day and visited Sabarmati Ashram,
Rani ka Vav and Modera Sun Temple which are 135
kms from our hotel. Modera sun temple is a historical
site, this the 2nd Sun temple in India after Konark. The
temple is built by the Chalukya kings to honor the Surya
dev. From Modera we went to Rani ki Vav stepwell. This
stepwell is the biggest stepwell found out in nineteen
eighties by Archeological Survey of India. It's really a
grand stepwell much bigger and better sculptures than
Adalaj. It's worth to visit these two places.

On 23rd Feb after breakfast, we drove to Vadodara and
reached around 3:30 PM. Laxmi Vilas Palace was on
our itinerary. We were spell bound by its grandeur. This
is the largest palace single abode residence in India
made by the Gaikwad rulers of Baroda, and almost 4
times the size of Buckingham palace. It had a guided
audio tour with head phones. We also visited Mangla
market and Sur Sagar Lake which are not so worth.
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On 24th Feb we started for Thane and reached by 4.50
pm. It was a wonderful trip to remember for life.

A few tips before making a Road Trip,

* It is very important that we must be like minded and
agree with others proposal.

* We should be willing to take risks and be prepared for
things not going as per plan.

* We should be healthy as much as possible. | was little
afraid of anybody falling sick during this trip, touch wood
nothing happened. We reached home safely as
scheduled.

I must congratulate our Dharda and Mala boudi for their
stamina and will power at this age. | don’t think | shall
have such energy and will power at 80 years of age.
Dhar da is really amazing, he walked down to each
tourist location, climbed up stair cases of more than 50
steps at ease. Mala boudi could not do so but
accompanied us up to a certain level. My wife, Debjani
was also very energetic, in fact she was more excited
and enthusiastic than all of us. Debjani didn’t care the
scorching sun even without sunglasses or hat. Debjani
was our accountant throughout the tour and google
assistant. | salute all of them for making this trip
successful. And last but not the least is my patience and
love for driving.
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